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******  a.  ^r>vee  v>y  Ft  r  USSH  -  German  Pact;  The 

Eurooean  picture  v;r.i  vevy  clack  in  tne  spring  of  1939* 

The  US^iR  had  a  choice  of  negotiations  either  with  the 
/‘nelo-Frerich  or  the  Germans.  After  they  hed  learned 

‘^orge  that  the  Germans  had  proposed  to  "’okyo,  with 
<?ut)Bort  of  Amhassedor  General  Oshima  Hiroshi,  an 
nillence  dlrect''d  against  the  UG^.R  and  Great  Britain, 

Snt  that  the  Cabinet,  the  navy  and  the  Zaibatsu  were 
fill  oDDOsed  to  such  an  alliance  and  had  blocked  it,  the 
Hovlet  Government  itself  entered  into  the  famous,  and 
disastrous,  non -aggression  pact  with  Nazi  Germany  in 
An^ust  1937.  It  will  be  recalled  that  it  was  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  th's  pact,  securing  Hitler's  eastern  frontier, 
which  precipitaced  the  second  world  war  by  the  invasion 

of  Poland, 

n  the  time  of  the  "Nomonhan  Incident,"  in  the 
summer ‘of  1^3 9s  when  the  ted  Army  and  the  Japanese 

rr.? JhurlP .  33  .3.1  /'ha  .e»ents^»o.ld 

G^^rrlent'did  not  thp“usslans®ooAdS“Ld 

Intended  to  sett  p  ic  loodliy,  an^^  sources  in  Tokyo, 

themselves  accc^i  dlngly.  A.  i.u«  ■pprinrt  from  de 

Gorge  wes  able  Co  get  a  good  ""'‘he-spet  report  rr.m  de 

Voukelltch  Phc  as  a  correspondent  a®3esse- 

as  the  guest  of  the  elSec^elfy  need 

ment  ef  their  ?/tor«s^nd’develop  armored  divls- 

to  mechanize  all  their  lorces  aiw  ^  Soree  en 

ions  on  the  Germun  m-'del,  '"'J®  ^  ^®th  by  tL  German 
the  basis  of  inf.'rmation  gathered  fzn  ry 

Embassy  and  by  Kiyagit 

-.4  VI  ep  oraount  •f  Japanese  output 
Gorge  sent  a  reliable  al»ng  with  the  re- 

of  munitions,  aircraft  materials  as  ^fll  as 

pert  on  the  face  ries  making  nsp  time, 

iron  and  steel  on  .'.6  February  August  19^1  he 

he  brought  these  figures  up  t»  ^gg  a  top  -secret 

reDorted  on  Japanese  petroleum  r  ^  importance  in  estim- 
bit  of  Information  of  capabilities.  He  re¬ 
sting  both  onpanese  war  ®  Japan  sufficient 

ported  that  there  was  in  stooge  x  ^  y^gj. 

petroleum  for  a  two  year's  use  uy  at  large.  His 

by  the  army  and  half  o  pnd  KiyagI* 

sources  vere  the  German  x^moassy 
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******  a#  Sorge  V  ay  Ft  r  USSR  -  German  Pact;  The 

Eurooean  picture  v;r.5  very  black  in  tne  spring  of  1939. 
The' USSR  had  a  choice  of  negotiations  either  with  the 
Anglo-French  or  the  Germans.  After  they  hed  learned 
from  Gorge  that  the  Germans  had  proposed  to  "’okyo,  with 
the  support  of  Ambassador  General  Oshima  Hiroshi,  an 
alliance  direct'^d  against  the  USSR  pnd  Great  Britain, 

^ut  that  the  Cabinet,  the  navy  and  the  Zaibatsu  were 
all  opposed  to  such  an  alliance  and  had  blocked  it,  the 
Soviet  vGovernmant  itself  entered  into  the  famous,  and 
disastrous,  non -aggression  pact  with  Nazi  Germany  in 
August  1939.  It  will  be  recalled  that  it  was  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  this  pact,  securing  Hitler's  eastern  frontier, 
which  precipltacec  the  second  world  war  by  the  invasion 
of  Poland. 


pt  the  time  of  the  "llomonhan  Incident,"  in  the 
summer  of  1939,  v/hen  the  .led  Army  and  the  Japanese 
Kwantung  Army  engaged  in  a  full-scale,  local  war,  the 
Red  Army  w’as  able  to  lecrn  Jepc'n  se  intentions,  ihey 
learned  what  units  were  being  dispatched  from  what  parts 
of  Hgnchuria.  as  well  as  what  reinf *r cements  would  oome 
from  Japan.  Abiwe  alL,  +hey  learned  that 
Government  did  not  intend  to  expleit  this  incident,  but 
Intended  to  sett  .c  ic  locally,  and.  the  Russians  conducted 
themselves  accordingly.  Aside  from  his  sources  in  Tokyo, 
Sorge  was  able  to  get  a  good  cn-the-spct  report  from  de 
Voukelitch  whc  as  a  correspondent  ^^s  taken  to  Nome^an 

as  the  guest  of  the  Japanese  Army.  ^^®  neir 

ment  Pf  their  lassons  ac  ^’^’^cnhan,  especially  their  need 

to  mechanize  all  their  forces  and  develop 

ions  on  the  German  m-'del,  was  German 

the  basis  of  inf.'rmatlon  gathered  both  by 

Embassy  and  by  Kiyaglc 

Sorge  sent  a  reliable  wK^^ith^the^re- 

of  munitions,  aircraft  and  als  as  ^ell  as 

p.rt  on  tho  "  ‘heje 

iron  and  steel  on  J-6  ^?ate  In  August  1941  he 

he  brought  these  figures  up  to  a  top  -secret 

recorted  on  Japane-se  petroleu  ‘  ,  importance  in  estlm- 
bit  of  information  of  the  mwst  vl  Re  re- 

atlng  both  Japanese  war  plans 
ported  that  there  was  in  stosge 


petrjieura  for  a  two  year's  use 
by  the  army  end  half  a  year  riyagi 

sources  vere  the  German  Dnibassy  p 


and 'capabilities.  He  re¬ 
in  Japan  sufficient 

by 


the  navy,  half  a  year 


nation  at  large.  His 


-  1  - 


f 


i 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/a4034b/ 


Defense  Docarjer.u  '---j 


1941  W8S  the  yesr.  After  earlier  general 

reports,  on  20  ..ay  -5  Serge  f]a.?hed  the  urgent  warn¬ 
ing  that  the  .neichswehv  -.puLd  ooiicent-ate  from  170  tr 
190  divisions  on  the  Sovif  t  torger ,  ana  on  ?0  June  weuld 
attack  aleng , the  whole  frontier  The  main  direction  •f 
the  drive  wauld  be  toward  oscow.  It  will  be  recalled 
that  this  at  ack  di.  occur  on  22  June,  Naturally,  there¬ 
after,  the  answer  to  *he  nu'^stion  of  Japanese  attack  from 
the* east  became  the  most  vital  mission  of  the  Sorge  ring. 
All  questions,  whether  of  Japanese- American  relations, 
the  war  in  China  or  internal  politics  v/ere  subordinated 
to  ansv/ering  that  basic  cu<=>stion,  '-.ithout  a  sound  answer 
the  Red  Army  could  not  draw  on  their  Far  Eastern  Army  for 
use  in  the  west,  and,  as  the  event  showed,  only  a  massing 
of  limitless  reserves  made  possible  the  stopping  of  the 
violent  German  thrusts. 


Sorge  could  not  come  by  the  answer  immediately, 
partly  because  it  had  not  been  decided  definitely  by  the 
responsible  Japanese  authorities,.  Naturally,  Ambassador 
Ott  WPS  urging  the  Japanese  to  enter  the  war  and  distract 
the  Russians  on  their  eastern  frontier.  Sorge  was  able  to 
report  on  2  July,  Immediately  after  the  Imperial  Council 
of  that  date,  that  the  Japanese  Government  had  decided  to 
push  southv/ard  into  French  Indo-Chine  and  seize  various 
bases.  Ileanwhile,  v/hile  adhering  to  their  neutrality 
treaty  with  the  USSI.,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  war 
with  the  Soviet  Union,  they  would  mobilize  their  whole 
forces.  Late  in  July  Sorge  reported  that  a  few  troops 
from  the  Tokyo-Osaka  areas  had  been  sent  south,  but  that 
tc  advance  into  Thailand  end  ’'alaya  they  needed  300,00# 
men.  So  far  there  were  only  40,000  men  in  Indo-China.*** 

(Pages  49-50) 
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